IV
TABOO
I WAS GOING UP THE STEPS OF THE TAJ MAHAL HOTEL
in Bombay to attend a joint meeting of the Indian
and European Progressive Groups, which were
recently inaugurated in order "to bring about a
better understanding between the two people/' It
may seem strange but I had even helped to formu-
late the constitution of the Indian group, because
of the earnestness of purpose shown by those who
met in private rooms at the Taj and discussed the
policy of the group over quantities of orange juice
and whisky. There were a few who certainly were
keen on rallying the younger intelligentsia to their
side, and on organising a body of opinion from
among the young which could be felt to some
purpose. But there were many who did not know
the first thing about politics or how a meeting
should be conducted, and who were there merely
because they regarded it a social asset to belong to
a political group which met in the Taj.
On this particular evening the speaker of the
evening was a Parsee baronet, by name Cowasji
Jehangir, once a member of the Governor's Execu-
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